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Original Certificate of Registration — 1°* Winston Hills Group, dated 25" June 1970




As part of the 40™ Anniversary celebrations | thought it fitting to bring the documentation of the
history of 1* Winston Hills Scout Group up to date.

Andy “Jock” Wal ker, our founding WMeamfethe20" wr ot e &
Anniversary and then updated it for the 30™. He did such a great job that | decided to reproduce his

work unedited in the next few pages followed by some of my notes, etc. to fill in a few gaps and

bring the document up to 2010.

Riclard Sperinck

Group President 2002 - ?

IstWINSTON RILL:
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The original logo as drawn in 1970

A BRIEF HISTORY

THE EARLY DAYS

1st WINSTON HILLS

PRODUCED TO MARK
THE 30th BIRTHDAY OF THE GROUP
By Andy AJocko Wa

October, 2000



THE FIRST FOUR YEARS

4th May 1970

6th June 1970

Mid July 1970

Public meeting held to call for the formation of a new Scout Group.
The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church Hall, Old Windsor
Rd., Old Toongabbie, and was chaired by the District Commissioner,
Mr. Ray Blore. 1000 hand bills notifying the residents of Old
Toongabbie and the southern part of the new locality called Winston
Hills were distributed by 1st Blacktown Senior Scouts.

First meeting of the boys.

The first Cub Master (as the rank then was ) was Mrs. Ruby Moon
who transferred from 1st Toongabbie West and the pack started with
two transfers, one from 1st Burwood, Philip Harris who was the first
sixer, and the other from Malaya Martin Subramaniam, and four
recruits.

The Troop started with Mr. Bruce Meers, who transferred from
Double Bay, as Scoutmaster with two transfers, Dennis Walker the
first Patrol Leader and Ross Ankrett, both from 1st Toongabbie West,
and five recruits.

(For the first twelve months the Group met on Saturdays in the open
air, the Pack where the asphalt netball court now stands and the Troop
on the Guide Hall site. This made communication with the boys easy
for the Group Scoutmaster, at a convenient time call the pack and
troop together and tell them all at the same time and only once).

The first Investiture Ceremony.

In a very public afternoon meeting, on the site of the hall, in front of
parents, friends, District Leaders and other spectators, the D.C. called
on the three Leaders;

Ruby Moon as Cub Master
Bruce Meersas Scoutmaster and
Andy Walker as Group Scout Master

to re-affirm their Scout Promise and then presented them with their
warrants and plumes, with the Pack on one side and the Troop on the
other. We then invested all of the recruits, Cubs first then the Scouts.



1 week later District Competition Camp, Lilyvale.

With homemade billies and other equipment, a tent and fly borrowed
from 1st Blacktown, our Seagull Patrol competed against 21 other
Patrols from the established Troops in the District and came home 7th.
You have never seen a prouder G.S.M. or S.M.

From this point on dates in my memory are a little vague so they are
generalised to the year.

After the Comp. Camp the Pack and Troop were each split into two
sixes or patrols and more recruits were accepted off the waiting list to
fill them to the full numbers (six in a six and eight in a patrol), Martin
becoming the new Sixer and Ross the new Patrol Leader.

As all the recruits were invested and trained new Sixers and Patrol
Leaders were appointed and more boys brought in to fill the new units.

Early 1971 The Pack now has four sixes and the Troop four patrols. Dennis has
achieved the First Class Badge and
Adventurer Award and Cord) and is made Troop Leader, a boy rank
that now exists only in special circumstances.

Mid 1971 After 3 consecutive wet Saturdays we accepted the offer made some
12 months earlier by 1st Toongabbie and moved into their hall. At
first the Pack met on Saturday afternoon, later moving to Monday
night, and the Troop on Tuesday nights.

Mrs. Val Walker returned to uniform as Assistant Cub Master.
Bruce Meers resigns.
Denis O6Shea (Ric) joins us as Assi

Late 1971 We form a Senior Scout patrol of four boys, Dennis Walker, Ray Platt,
Mark Wilson & Greg Freeman and attached them to 1st Toongabbie
Senior Scout Troop.

Stewart Micalef (Tank) joins us as A.S.M. to become Senior Scout
Leader when we have sufficient Seniors to form our own Troop.

Mid 1972 Bob Manning joined us as A.S.M.
He later became District Scout Leader

Feb. 1975 Andy Walker left the Group to become District Leader.



Over the first four years, always the struggle of the Group was to raise the funds to build
our hall. To this end we worked some very unusual activities.

Group Committee met in the home of our Foundation President, Mr John Green and | can
recall as many as thirty parents being present, never less than twenty and John had a
permanent arrangement with neighbours to borrow extra chairs as required.

Mrs. Doris Sargent let us use her side yard in Old Windsor Rd. as a bottle depot and at the
end of the first year we deposited in the Branch Development Fund $1000. This was above
our costs of establishing equipment for the Pack and Troop. Not bad when you consideththa
usual weekly wage at that time was about $70.

After her land was acquired to widen Old Windsor Rd. we maintained the site for some time as a
bottle yard until Council orderads to close down for the road widening.

The Troop became very involved witie Blacktown Pistol Club as Range Personnel for Zone and
State Championships. The boys developed such skills in this field that when Newcastle Club hosted
the State Championships they paid the fares of the boys and leaders to their range and fée us for t
weekend. The Troop became known as the Range Runners and had theshiwmith a modified
road runner motif. Of course these activities led to substantial donations to the building fund.

Later on our Venturers with the Combined Unit at Wentlwglie set a target changing record, at
the National Championships, 150 targets changed in 2 min. 4 secs. | believe it still stands at National
level. The club had offered a $50 bonus if they could beat 2 minutes. The shooters were so
impressed with thir efforts that they passed the hat and we gained much more than that.

On other occasions we raffled a wheel barrow in the shopping centres. Obviously the wheel
barrow was full of goods, but the novelty of the idea worked.

Our original idea for the Scotdall was that externally it should look like a colonial homestead
and because we had been assured that there would never be land made available for Guides to build
their own H.Q. it was to provide for both sets of meetings. To this end the design eakttket
further back than the present hall, excavated out at the back and raised about a metre higher on the
floor line. The excavated earth was to be used as a levy bank to prevent flooding and underneath
would have been a second hall, allowing tweetimgs to run concurrently.

A young architect friend of one of the parents was so taken by the concept that he took our
sketches and developed them for us at no charge. The estimated cost of the building was about
$5000 But we were still having probie with Parramatta Council.

The lease of the land had been negotiated with Blacktown Council and ratified by Parramatta on
the change of council boundaries, but because of problems in other council areas with private use of
public land they refused permiss for us to build.

With the aid of an alderman (who was a D.C. of another district) the Minister for Lands eventually
changed the title of our site from Public Recreation to Private Recreation Boy Scouts Association.
However by this time building ctsshad escalated to the extent we could no longer afford the dream.



During this short history | have mentioned a number of leaders by name.

Birthday allows us to list (I hope) all who have served with the Group

Cub Leaders

RubyMoon

Val Walker,
Brenda Harold
Denise Muir
Paul Thompson
Cheryl Quested

Boronia Pack

(later to become Regional Cub Scout Leader}

Waratah Pack

Helen Southwell Pat Stockford
Silvia Irving Paul Tingey
Richard Coomber Fiona Cooper
JohnUrquhardt Colin Clarkson
Pam Garske Sandra Brook
Stuart Lamb

Kerry Berger

David O6Shannessy

Vicki Palmer

Waratah Pack was closed as the number of Cubs went down.

Melissa Sheehan
Tony Mercieca

Scout Leades

Bruce Meers (Kim)
Stewart Micallef (Tank)
Frank Whitehead (Skip)
Des Grace Codger)
Craig Douglas (Mooney)
Bill OO6Sha(uke)s sy
Dennis Ball (Barney)
Vanessa $ickford (Rikki)
Darren Porter (Oscar)
Tony Terilli (Alinta)
Peter Purnell

lan Shield (Khan)

Since then:

Sam Hanna
Deni s OQdHRchea
Bob Manning
Ken Durie (Specs)
Chris Ford
Neil Shaw (Whiskers)
Bob Dodd (Smokey)
Paul Thompson (Mr.T)
Syd Bell (Dinga)
Bill Mather (Jimbo)
David West (Big W)
Bryan Langler (Kooker)

Research since the 20th



Venturer Leaders (Attached to the Combined Unit at 1st Wentworthville)

Andy Stockford (Angus)
Ray Bell (Booga)
Adriana Boucher (Nara)

Group Leaders

Andy Walker, now an Honorary Commissioner

Roy Evans

Ray Blore

PeterWhiteoak

Bi |l O6Shannessy (Scouter in Charge)
Syd Bell

lan Dove

Gary Fernance

Glen Anthony (Scouter in Charge)

Daniel Harding

1993 saw the formation of our first Joey Scout Mob. In the current civil climate it is essential to start
recruiting youngsters of this lower age group.

Joey Leaders

Sue Campbell John Finch
Glen Anthony Jacy Harding
Mark Hurst Marilyn Langler

Marty Nelson

What happened to them all ?

Ruby was a school teacher and left to further studies and then went to Guiding. When last heard
of was full time with the Toastmistress Organisation travelling all over the Pacific Region.

Bruce was a panebperator at A.B.C. TV. and found work commitments too great. He has moved
from the area and | havendt been able to | ocate

Denis was married to a Polish lass and became involved with the Polish Scouts in Exile stvhen la
seen was their equivalent of Rover Commissioner.

Roy, whose wife was a Guide Commissioner, moved on when his sons left the Group, | think he
became more involved with Guiding.

Bob became District Scout Leader, then moved away from the District.

Helen wa the founding leader of Boronia Pack, she and her family also moved away from the
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Richard found business pressures too great and felt he had to go.

Craig, who was the first Cub to join the Scout
was aboutluly 1970, also found work loads beginning to tell, he is now a heavily involved computer
manager with a major bank.

Andy returned as Group Leader to the Group in 1990 having served in many roles at District, Area
and Branch and in June 1992 became Dis@mmmissioner of the new Parramatta District following
the break up of the old Tartoola District.

Some of the rest are still around, and are active in various functions within the Scout Movement.

It is of interest to me that from a Group that at one dtagetwo Cub Packs and two Scout Troops
and has now passed its 30th birthday only six youth members have continued on to become leaders in
the Group.

Craig Douglas as a Scout Leader

Darren Porter as a Scout Leader

Andy Stockford as a Venturer Leader

Stuat Lamb as a Cub Leader

David O6Shannessy stil!]l a Cub Leader
Mark Hurst still a Joey Leader.

If anyone has knowledge of any other leaders that have served with 1st. Winston Hills, if they
went on to other Groups, and where are they now, please contactvondd like to see a complete
record of the Group.

Where does the Group go from here?

All successful Scout Groups have two things in common, an active Group Committee and a team
of Leaders who offer the youngsters an exciting programme. A programtiiakés notice of the
sense of adventure still as present in the children of today as it was 92 years agrouleyg first
became an organised movement.

We must never forget that this movement was far ahead of the education system of its day and that
was a large part of its appeal.

Are we still ahead today?

Schools take the pupils camping, on expeditions, on outings. Canoeing, sailing, orienteering are
part of the sports programme.

Little Athletics, swimming clubs and junior football clubs &if codes have taken away other
avenues thadcoutingused in my youth.

This doesndédt mean that we shouldnét offer thes
that we have to take a different ap phegame tf. [
Scouting for Boys-&dnowbut@i of auotrainirg ef yourgystassrhas tode a fun
game.
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Unfortunately, as a people we have also become more likely to go to law over any incident, so our
leaders have to be trained to avord/ &ircumstance that might lead to the courts.  This in itself
creates small mountains of paperwork, to the extent that Leaders almost need a sectional secretary to
handle it.

Scoutingis well equipped to meet the challenges of today. We have an Aiitiss Base at
Camden Airport which is a registered flying school set up to train members to fly a glider or powered
aircraft to licence standards.

The Water Activities Base at Woolwich is an Australian Yachting Federation approved training
centre. Grduates not only obtain their Scout qualifications but an internationally accepted ticket in
sailing or powerboat operation.

The rock related activity teams have set the model for Federal legislation to curb the excesses of
6fbyni ght & operators.

TheRadi o Scouting teams dondédt just play with ra
leaders in all forms of electronics and communication from visual signalling to Internet computing.

The dramatic arts are also well covered in this Region witlfCtimberland Gang Show training
youth members in all/l aspects of stage presentat
dancing. Several performers have gone on to successful careers on stage or TV.

No longer does a leader need to be an @xpeall aspects of modern life. They just need to be
expert in the basiScoutingSkills and have a knowledge of where to find the other activities.

Closing Thoughts

The building of the original hall in the late 1970s, the extension added a fewlgearsthe
excavation beneath the hall to increase storage, are all indicators of the drive and dedication of the
leaders and layside of this Group. For the sake of the children of today and their children to follow
that dedication must continue. Aogp that becomes static fails.

It is only by striving to improve that any activity can survive and this Group must survive to repay
the multitude of hours, days, years that have gone into its creation and maintenance.

Andy Walker

October, 2000
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Since Andy wrote those words ten years ago 1% Winston Hills and Scouting in general, has
grown and changed with the times.

Part 2 - the next ten years . . .

Many of the youth members have naturally come and gone along with some of our Leaders

and Committee members but if | look back over the last ten years one event was very

significant in the life of the Group 7 Family Camp at Attunga in 2004. It was not our first

visit to Attunga, and we have been back several times since (we always have such a great

time!), but after dinner on the Saturday night
stormingd s e and Baskedh the Group (leaders and parents) what they thought of the

Winston Hills Scout Group, what could be improved and where they would like to see the

Group in five years time, etc.

From that meeting we came away with volunteers to start our very own Venturer section at
Winston Hills (not attached to another group) and also leaders to restart the Joey Section. |
am pleased to say that some of those initial leaders are still with us today. Many Committee
positions were filled and remained so for several years. We embarked on several
refurbishment projects and also had some FUN along the way with a healthy social calendar
as well.

2000

Our 30" Anniversary was held on Sunday 22" October 2000, coinciding with the JOTI
weekend and also a Gala Day with various activities and stalls in the park area adjacent to the
hall.

This year saw a change in assistant Scout leaders as we said goodbye to Bryan A Kook ao
Langl er and hel BartatttynLifMagmary | eaders [
hel ped out on many scout event sglsocusentiyourt new
second longest serving Leader at Winston Hills, after Khan.

2001

In January the Group sent a large contingent of 19 Scouts to the Australian Jamboree at
Cataract, south of Sydney. lan Shield (Khan) was the Troop leader and Tony Mercieca
volunteered as a First Aider in the Hospital, both having attended the Jamboree in
Queensland three years earlier. Richard Sperinck also gave it a go and went along as a
Service Leader assisting in Health & Hygiene, Recycling and gener al ngofero

13



Winston Hills Scouts (aka Troop 11:0)J2001 Cataract

2001 also saw large changes in the leadership of the group with many Leaders moving on or
having to leave the Group. Daniel Harding, our Group Leader since 1998, decided to take on
the role as Regional Commissioner for Operations, however Jacy Harding volunteered to lead
the Group after having been our Joey Leader for the past 2 years. Marty Nelson (Assistant
Joey Leader) decided to leave the group as did Marilyn Langler and Sam Hanna from the Cub
Pack and David Berger (Trainee Scout Leader) decided to move to Rovers.

The loss of so many leaders was quite challenging however we welcomed Lorna Hardiman
and Rhonda Glacken as they start their training as Assistant Cub Leader and Assistant Joey
Leader respectively, thus the group was able to continue to provide a quality program through
committed leaders.

2002

Our Joey Mob had to move and was aligned with 1% Toongabbie due to a lack of trained
Leader(s). Our only Joey Leader, Rhonda, (still in training) joined the Toongabbie Mob along
with 6 Winston Hills Joeys.

The Cubs had a great year with a sleepover at Manly Aquarium, pack holiday on Milson
Island as well as Boomerang camps with themes such as Harry Potter and 007.

14



Three scouts achieved
their Green Cords T
Evan & Bligh Gibbs
and Tim Shield,

2002 also saw 1% Winston Hill Scouts win 1%, 2" and 3" at the District Comp Camp.

JOTI was also a great success this year and continues to go from strength to strength. With
the generous donations of spare (pre-loved) computers from local companies, as well
individuals, we had 17 computers linked into the internet all weekend.

Earlier in the year Jacy Harding decided to leave the Group and Tony Mercieca volunteered
to lead the group as Leader-in-Charge until a new Group Leader could be found. At the AGM
in May, Peter Hanzlicek, our Group President, since 1999, decided to move on, and Richard
Sperinck stepped into the position having been involved in the Group in various roles since
1998.

2003

Unfortunately Rhonda was unable to complete her Joey training due to family commitments
and with only 3 Winston Hills Joey remaining (the others having linked to Cubs earlier) we
had to place the Joey Mob into recession. The three remaining Joeys later linked to Cubs a
few months later and are still with us!

1% Winston Hills finally set up its own web site i www.winstonhillsscoutgroup.com(after
many years of planning driven mainlyby Sc o u t L e a d eShield), mgetherfiwitthaa n o
initial hosting facility donated by Optus.

This year saw two more Scouts achieve their Green Cords, Kristen Barratt and David
Sperinck.

The committee decided that with several Green Cord recipients in the last few years that the
Group should purchase an Honour Board to record their achievements.

Earlier in year John Hardiman (Group Treasurer) decided to take on the role of Group Leader
and starts his training in earnest.
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Denis Welton is invested into the Scc |
Troop as Assistant Scout leader

2004

January 1% (yes New Years Day) saw 16 youth along with lan Shield, Troop Leader; John
Hardiman, Service Leader; and Richard Sperinck (Administration Duties) depart by coach to
Adelaide for the Australian Jamboree,

This year y e a rprécsded Jbyasonte darges Fundraisang events including a
fertilizer drive, yellow pages delivery, as well as chocolate sales and BBQs.

During the year, Scott Leacy decided to join the Cub Pack as trainee Cub Leader, over the
past few years Scott has assisted on many Cub activities as a parent leader and felt the desire
to do more.

Our second visit to Attunga, for our now bi-annual, Family Camp, ignited 1% Winston Hills
Scout Group. As mentioned earlier this was very much a fun camp with horse riding,
abseiling, archery, etc. but after dinner on Saturday night John Hardiman (Group Leader) led
a discussion with everyone on where Winston Scout Group should be in 5 - 10 years time and
how do we get there.

As a result we were able to reinstate the Joey Mob and register our very own Venturer Unit
(we already had several Venturers but they were attached to the North Rocks Unit).

Additionally several parents came forward to assist on committee.

Like most years the Scout Troop participated in many District, Regional and State events
with many proud achievements including 1%, 2" and 3" Campfire awards at the Comp Camp.

JOTI was again another success with 18 computers hooked up to the Internet. We now have
so many computers, monitors, keyboards, etc., that we had to build a special room to store
them in! Over the weekend we had 107 visitors (mostly from other Scout and Guide groups)
and contacted over 2,000 scouts in 60 countries.
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Late in December Michael Sperinck became the first Winston Hills Scout to achieve the new
Scout award 1 the Scout Medallion. This is new award for Scouts who not only achieve the
Green Cord but also some extra tasks with an emphasis on Leadership.

Michael Sperinck

2005

In January several Winston Cubs Leaders (and three parent helpers) attended the 2™
Australian ACubereeo. This is very similar
obviously geared to the younger age group. Never the less the kids had a ball! Typically 1

believe Challenge Valley (with all the mud) was their favourite activity.

Winston Hills Cubs at the”?Cuberee, Cataract Park
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The Yellow Cord, the highest award for Cubs was replaced by the Grey Wolf which now
requires the Cubs to participate in a hike and produce a resource (e.g. game, etc) based on the
Jungle Book which is then donated to the Pack.

This year saw the award first given to Angus Boxall and Nikki Sperinck (the first Cubs in
Greater Western Sydney Region to receive the award) and then later to Mitchell Harrold,
James Shield, Cameron McEwan and Alec Hardiman. The award is harder than the Yellow
Cord and it was a pleasant surprise to see six awardees from Winston Hills in its first year!

At the AGM in May, the Group said good bye to two very special people, David

O6Shannessey and Tony Mercei ca. D &uwbindhe | oi nec

early 1980s and progressed through the Group to become a Cub Leader in 1991. Tony first
assisted the Group as a member of the Committee and then later becoming a Cub Leader in
1996. Between them they had given 25 years service to Scouting.

David O6Shannessy Tony Mercieca

With loss of two experienced leaders we were obviously concerned but last year Scott Leacy,
and this year Evan Bligh, came forward to help out. Sadly Evan was unable to complete his
training but Scott went onto to not only complete his Associate training but also his Wood
Badge (and has just recently become Akela in 2010)

The Scout Troop numbers continued to grow to such an extent that it was necessary to form a
new Patrol, known as Albatross, making 5 patrols in total.
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1% Winston Hills Venturer Unit is invested in the City

The Winston Hills Venturer Unit finally became registered at the start of 4™ Term. Kym
Partridge and Penny Pearce having completed their training and embarked an a trail blazing
program of events including Unit Investiture in city (16 Venturers), hike to Mt Solitary,
Regional Venturer Camp, Scuba Diving, Shooting and Inter-Unit debate with Oakville T and

that was just Term 4!
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investiture of 9 new Joeys under
the leadership of Helen Sara, ably
assisted by Bligh Gibbs (one of
the groups original Joeys) and
Jodie Richards (in training). Like
the Venturers they too had a busy
program lined up with visits to
Northmead Fire Brigade, a visit
from WIRES, helped out with
Clean up Australia and attendance
at Winston hills Primary School
fete.



This year also saw some much needed maintenance work carried out at the Hall including
new front doors, repainting, and a sealed driveway (thanks to some council lobbying from our
neighbours i the Guides).

The Front Doors were funded via the CDSE (Community Development Support Expenditure)
Grant scheme, where Clubs who earn over a million dollars in gaming machine revenue are
encouraged to assist community groups in return for tax concessions. This was our first
application in the scheme and we were obviously very pleased to be successful.

2006

The Venturers sent 12 members (75% of the unit) to AV2006 in January and they all had a
fantastic time (as you would expect).

Come Easter they sent also 3 teams to Dragon Skin, had a great time and met up with old
friends made at AV2006.

The Venturer unit assisted in two Scout events, Jamborette and State rally
and the general feedback from Region, Scout Leaders and other Groups
on the quality of the bases and behaviour of our Venturers was
exceptional truly a credit to the members and their leaders. Winston Hills
Venturers was fast making its mark in scouting circles. Sadly one of the
founding leaders of the Venturer unit, Penny Pearce was forced to leave
the unit due work and family commitments, but as one door closes
another opens and we warmly welcomed Julie McEwan as assistant
Venturer leader.

The Cub pack saw the arrival (in uniform) of Grant Sollom and Greg Boxall having
completed their Associate leader training, both have been with group several years and have
been very active parent helpers.

As usual the Cubs had a very active year with a visit to Camden airfield where most (if not
all) of the Cubs (and some parents!) had a flight in a light aircraft.

Two cubs with the pilot returning from their flight

20



There were also visits to Nepean Observatory where some of the Cubs earned their space
badge, plus water activities at Woolwich and Chipping Norton.

As per most years the Scouts were involved in many District, Region and State events and

but this year was special. At State Rally, the newly formed Albatross Patrol became first in

the Region, and first in the State, with their patrol Leader, Danny Hardiman, being awarded
ABest PLO. I believe this was the first
achieved first place in the State i well done Danny and your patrol.

Danny Hardi man with t

Having gained some success with our application for funding via the CDSE Grant Scheme
last year we decided to give it another go and applied for a grant to renovate the kitchen. We

were successful again andthuss et t o wor k t o bui Istainlesastedi c o mmer

kitchen.

2007

Joey numbers continued to grow well from the initial 9 members and the Mob also
welcomed two new leaders Lindsay McEwan (also helping in Scouts) and Grant Sollom (also

helpinginCubs)it hat 6s now five Joey | eaders, fantas

The Joeys made some Beaver Buddies from Great Ellingham in the UK (Beavers are the
English equivalent of Joeys). They shared information badges and scarves and even got a
mention in the Great Ellingham local paper.

The Cub Pack continued to have a great program with camps at Ingleside Scout Environment
Centr e, a pack holiday at Cataract Scout
theme, followed by what | believe was our first attendance at the Sirius Cup Regatta at
Balmoral. The Regatta is primarily a water based event with sailing canoeing and other
competitions. The Cubs had a great time and entered the canoe races and did reasonably well,

however, they came 3 in camping and one of our Cubs, Hamish Boxall, came3®i n t he 6 |

Manoé c onipveltdaneg i o n
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The Scout Troop also continues to flourish and now has 6 patrols with the addition of
Wombat patrol, the troop now has about 37 members. Robert Oldfield joined the leaders as a
trainee associate and together with Lindsay (who also shares his time between Joeys and
Scouts) we now have 5 Scout Leaders.

Il n January it was Jamboree time with 26 Sco
Leader; Denis 6 Gr i wWel y 6 n, Quartermaster; Lyn o6Maggi ¢
Richard Sperinck, IT Assistant) from Winston Hills heading off to EImore in Victoria. This a

was very different to the hilly Adelaide site, the camp ground was very flat (highest elevation

was 15cm 1 the kerb at the main entrance!) which made getting around the site a whole lot

easier.

Whilst at the Jamboree Danny Hardiman attended an informal ceremony where he was
awarded his Scout Medallion, after much hard work this was a well deserved achievement.
Danny later went to Government house to receive his Medallion and formal recognition of his
award.

September was the District Comp Camp and again Winston Hills won the Campfire Trophy,
this time by Redback Patrol.

In October we had our largest PC setup for JOTI with 30 PCs all linked to the Internet.

The Venturer Unit also goes from strength to strength and despite most the original members

(the infamous @f#100) have had t o hdvecameegp t he u
from Scouts. They continue to have fun, have assisted in various Scout and Cub events as

well as having camps and attending their own events such as Dragon Skin. The Unit gained a

very experienced AScout er 0 itodonWsauniformagkin, O6 Ke e f
this time as an Associate Leader. He too has been involved in Winston Hills Scouts for many

years, both on Committee and as a parent helper.

Hall maintenance continued with the renovation of the bathrooms with the installation of dual

flush units; r e pl acement of the side do dire doorsvandt h  new
emergency exit signs were also installed. The hall now complies with all the new Public

Building regulations.

2008

This was a special year in Scouting as we celebrated 100 years of Scouting. Various events

around the world were organised to mark this achievement. We at Winston Hills celebrated

Founders day in February (Lord Paden-Powe |l | 6s Birthday) with an
invited the local community to come and join us and see what Scouting had to offer. Of

course we had to have the obligatory o6birth
at Winston Hills.
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Left to Right:
Grant Sollom, Scott Leacey, Lorna Hardiman, Greg Boxall, Helen Sara, Julie McEwan, John
Hardiman (GL), Lindsay McEwan, Bligh Gibbs, Robert Oldfi€ldnisWelton, Warwick

O6Keef e, Lyn Barratt, l an Shield. Mi ssi ng:

February is also the time for the District Swimming Carnival and this year not only did we
retain the Overall trophy but also the
one patrol making 2 teams and one of our members even joining a Murray Farms patrol who

were shortonnumbersiwel | done thatodos the Scouting

State Rally was held as usual in August and again Winston was well represented, Hawk
Patrol came runners up in the State, with their Patrol Leader Lauren Sara being awarded Best
Patrol Leader

September saw what we believe to be the first Queens Scout award to a Winston Hills
Venturer i Ben Scott, a very proud achievement. The Queens Scout is the highest award for
a Venturer and follows many months (years) of dedicated service and challenges.

Our leaders also achieved some awards this year with Silver Arrow Heads being awarded to
Denis Welton and Julie McEwan, whilst Lorna Hardiman received the Certificate of Merit.

2009

In March we returned to Attunga for our bi-annual Family Camp. This a special camp where
all scouting families are on a level footing, i.e. the leaders are not in uniform and everyone
just soaks up the relaxing atmosphere and enjoys each others company as one big family.
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This year saw another Winston Hills scout achieve their Green Cord and Scout Medallion,
with Ben Marsden receiving Scout& highest award.

Scouts continued to grow with now 38 members. This has its draw backs in that every camp
has now become logistical nightmare in organising and transporting all the camping gear and
food, etc for over 40 people. Luckily we have a well experience team of leaders and many
willing parent helpers to assist.

Unfortunately Joey numbers have declined recently, mainly due to them moving up to Cubs,
so some energy has had to be diverted to recruit more members from local schools, etc.
Unfortunately Bligh Gibbs (assistant Joey Leader) has had to leave us, due to work
commi t ments. Bligh was one of the Group0s ec
young people progress throughthe6r ank s 6 and e thiegbackinaetuinny put son

2010

January was Jamboree time again and this year we saw a return to Cataract Park, south of

Sydney. Wi nston Hills again sent a | arge conting
Shield, Troop Leader; Denis6 Gr i zzI|l y6 Wel t on, Quartermaster ;

and Lindsay McEwan Ser Vianoreelarel d"dseTrodp Lead@rh i s wa s

The District Swimming Carnival was held in February and Winston Hills Scouts once again
came away with Overall Trophy. We almost have a permanent spot for this trophy at the back
of the hall.

This year is a sad year as we say goodbye to Kym Partridge, our founding Venturer Leader

from 2005. Kym, along with Penny, volunteered to lead the new Winston Hills Venturer from

those early beginnings five yearo6s ago and
Unit and as mentioned earlier one of thosere c ei vi ng t heir Queends Sco

Leader Roll Call (since 1999)

Group Leader

Daniel Harding (19991 2001)
Jacy Harding (2001 7 2002)

Tony Mercieca (Leader-in-Charge)
John Hardiman (2003 - )
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Joeys

Jacy Harding (1998 i 2001)
Mart Nelson (1998 i 2001)
Mark Hurst (1999 - 2002)
Rhonda Glacken (2002)
Helen Sara(2005 -)

Bligh Gibbs (2005 2009)
Jodie Richards (2005 -)

Tony Mercieca (1996 -2005)

Marilyn Langler (2000 - 2001)

Davi d OO0 S(hoaln a0B5s s e y
Sam Hanna (1998 7 2002)

Lorna Hardiman (2001 -)

Mark Hurst (2002 1 2003)

Scott Leacey(2004 - )

Julie McEwan (2005 7 2006)

Greg Boxall (2005 -)

Grant Sollom (2005 -)

Scouts

lan Shield (1996 -

Bryan Langler (1998 1 2000)
Lyn Barratt (2000 -)

David Berger (2001)

Denis Welton (2002 -)
Lindsay McEwan (2005 -)
Robert Oldfield (2007 i 2009)

Venturers

Ross Collins (trainee 1999 - 2000)
Kym Partridge (2006 i 2010)
Penny Pearce (2006 i 2007)

Julie McEwan (2006 - )

War wi ck Q@K-¢ef e
Linda Ramsbottom (2008 - 2009)
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Group President

Peter Hanzlicek (1999 - 2002)
Richard Sperinck (2002 - )

(Current Leaders iBold)

As you can see most of our Leaders have over 5 years service, with some close to or over ten
years service. The time is rapidly approaching when some of these leaders will feel the need
to move on so we must be ever vigilant to seek out new members.

A n dsy disidg T h o u gatthe snd of his report 10 years ago are as relevant today as they
werethen-lcoul dndét pwut it any better

Richard Sperinck

Group President

May 2010
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