
 

  

Election of  Group Executive Members for  2004 
 

NOMINATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

COMMITTEE  

President Richard Sperinck continuing 

Vice President Vacant 

Treasurer Vicki Welton continuing 

Secretary   Genna Sperinck continuing 

Trustee x 2 Warwick OôKeeffe continuing 

 Ian Hodson continuing 

Cash-a-Can  Genna Sperinck continuing 

Hall Cleaning Genna Sperinck continuing 

Hall Booking Jenny Scott continuing 

General Fund Raising Rhonda Glacken & continuing 

 Zofia Cunneen continuing 

Public Relations  Helen Sara New 

Job Week Coordinator Warrick OôKeefe continuing 

Newsletter/Communications Penny Baker continuing 

Clothing Pool Anne Papasavvas continuing 

   

LEADERS 

Group Leader John Hardiman 

Scouts Ian Shield 

 Lyn Barratt 

 Denis Welton 

Cubs Tony Mercieca 

 Lorna Hardiman 

 David O'Shannessey 

Joeys Vacant 

 

LEADER VACANCIES  

Joeys  Cubs 

Scouts Venturer  
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Agenda for  2004 Annual General Meeting  
 

This is the thirty-forth Annual General Meeting of the 1
st
 Winston Hills Scout 

Group, founded June 1970. 

 

 

1. WELCOME John Hardiman 

 

2. SCOUT'S PRAYER John Hardiman 

 

3. APOLOGIES John Hardiman 

 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

5. PRESIDENT'S REPORT Richard Sperinck 

 

6. TREASURER'S REPORT Vicki Welton 

 

7. GROUP LEADER REPORT John Hardiman  

 

8. CUBS REPORT Lorna Hardiman 

 

9. SCOUTS REPORT Ian Shield 

 

10. RE-ELECTION / ELECTION OF GROUP COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE 

MEMBERS  

 

11. VOTE OF THANKS Richard Sperinck 

 

CLOSE 

 

Summary 

I would like to thank Warwick O'Keefe for his efforts as challenge badge 
adviser last year as well as for the future. 

I would also like to thank my wife Natalie for all her support and 
encouragement, Maggie for her tremendous support and assistance 
over the year gone, and Denis Welton for his welcomed assistance.  

Thanks also to the ever-present parent team that helps out on meeting 
nights, camps and outings.  

I would also like to thank the Cub Leaders for their help in making the 
Cub / Scout linking so successful.  

Without all these people, the Troop would not function as it does. We 
again can be proud to have an active and enthusiastic Troop that the 
other District Troops look up to. This is, in my opinion, due to the 
magnificent attitude and enthusiasm of the Patrol Leaders. It is thanks to 
these 4 Scouts that again we had a great year. 

 

IAN SHIELD ( Khan) 

Scout Leader  
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Swimming Carnival 
Again a great night at the pool, with a full 4 Patrol plus attendance as 
well as the Venturers (for the 1st time that I can remember). As with 
tradition, the Winston Hills cheer squad (complete with war paint) was in 
fine form, cheering on all Winston Hills swimmers as well as friends in 
other troops. A great night was had, even though we handed back the 
trophy 

Canoe Journey 

We decided (Troop Council) to have a canoe journey this year as our 
summer fun camp. What a great decision! We ended up with 16 canoes 
on the water for the 42km journey (33 participators).  

 

It was not easy, as many had not canoed before, but, it was a fantastic 
experience. I think we had about 5 novice campers on the trip, who were 
anxious about it from the start, but all cam through in the end by growing 
through their fears to experience the true benefit of Scouting. 

@ Rbntsŝr Oq`xdq 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

By whose grace thy servants are enabled to fight 

The good fight of faith and ever prove victorious; 

We humbly beseech thee so to inspire us 

That we may yield our hearts to thine obedience 

And exercise our wills on thy behalf. 

Help us to think wisely, 

To speak rightly, 

To resolve bravely, 

To act kindly, 

To live purely. 

Bless us in body and soul 

And make us a blessing to our comrades. 

Whether at home or abroad 

May we ever seek the extension of thy kingdom. 

Let the assurance of thy presence 

Save us from sinning, 

Strengthen us in life and comfort us in death. 

O Lord our God, accept this prayer 

AMEN 
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Office Bearers for  2003 
 

 

 COMMITTEE  

President Richard Sperinck 

Vice President  Vacant 

Treasurer Vicki Welton 

Secretary Genna Sperinck 

Group Leader John Hardiman 

Trustees Warwick OôKeefe 

 Ian Hodson 

Job Week Coordinator Warwick OôKeefe 

Newsletter/Communications Penny & David Baker 

Clothing Pool Anne Papasavvas 

Cash-a-Can Genna Sperinck 

Hall Cleaning Genna Sperinck 

Hall Booking Jenny Scott 

 

LEADERS 

Group Leader John Hardiman 

Scouts Ian Shield 

 Lyn Barratt 

 Denis Welton 

Cubs Tony Mercieca 

 Lorna Hardiman 

 David O'Shannessey 

Joeys Vacant 

  

 

 

Branch Rally 

2 Patrols attended last year and did not achieve a placing, but by no 
means did they disgrace themselves on the overall scores. They 
enjoyed the activity and are ready to go again this year. 

Zone Widegame 

Last year saw a new widegame constructed for the District by the 
leaders. It was a scavenger hunt with a difference around Parramatta 
CBD.  

The Patrols  had to get photos of activities in and around the city to 
prove that they had accomplished the tasks. An example of some of 
these was: 

ü A mounted policeman 

ü A photo on the bridge of the river cat (with the Captain) 

Many Patrols from the district participated and enjoyed the day, so it will 
now be part of the bi-annual District events. 

Disco 

The Year ended up with a super Disco as usual that was attended by 
many Scouts from the district. 

Beach Camp Hike 

A great campsite on the 
beach, after a terrific beach 
hike from Newcastle 
station. This was a real 
summer 'BLUDGE' camp in a 
fantastic location at 
Glenrock Scout Camp.  
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Jamborette 

This camp saw the continued bonding of the zone due to the Jamboree 
friendships formed at Cataract in Troop 110. It was enjoyed by 4 
Winston Hills Patrols and as usual the Troop picked up the good 
camping award for their efforts. 

6 Day Camp - Kangaroo Valley 

A great camp attended by all 4 Patrols as well as some Murray Farm 
Scouts and a North 
Rocks Scout. 2 Hike 
teams set off on 
consecutive hikes to the 
summit of Mt Carriloo, 
some 13km away. 

Being a winter camp has 
its benefits as well as its 
minus 5 nights. 

The only thing that 
interupted the camp was a 
vandal attack one night, 
relieving us of several tables and chairs (later found burn on a fire place 
in the campsite. 

JOTI 

Another great JOTI was experienced with 17 PCs this year hooked up 
all weekend. The number of countries contacted and the number of 
chats was in the hundreds. Again on Saturday night the Pizza went cold 
as too many were involved in communication to go and take a piece. 
Thanks must go out to Warwick O'Keefe for his expertise and assistance 
this year again. 

Minutes of 1 st Winston Hills Group  - AGM 200 3 

 

Attendees: - as per the Visitorôs Book 

 

¶ At 3.18pm John Hardiman (Group Leader) declared the meeting open and 

welcomed everyone especially our guests Val & Andy Walker.  

¶ He then lead the Scout prayer. 

¶ The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted by John Hardiman, and 

seconded by Andy Walker. 

¶ Group Presidents Report, refer attached , was read by Richard Sperinck 

¶ Treasurerôs Report, refer attached , was read and nominated by John 

Hardiman and accepted by Lyn Barrat 

¶ Leaderô-in-Charge Report, refer attached , was read by  Tony Mercieca 

¶ Joey Leaderôs Report, refer attached , was read by Rhonda Glacken 

¶ Cub Leaderôs Report, refer attached , was read by Lorna Hardiman 

¶ Scout Leaderôs Report, refer attached , was read by Ian Shield 

¶ New Office Bearers, Val Walker declared that nominations had been 

received for the following positions: 

¶ Group Committee 

President Richard Sperinck   

Treasurer Vicki Welton 

Secretary Genna Sperinck 

Trustees Warrick OôKeefe & Ian Hudson 

Hall bookings Jenny Scott 

Rosters Genna Sperinck 

Jamboree Fund Raising Helen Sara 

Newsletter Penny Baker 

Clothing Pool Jenny Scott & Anne Papasavvas 

There being no other nominations, the above positions were declared 

filled. 
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The uniform leaders were confirmed as: 

¶ Leaders 

Group Leader John Hadiman 

Scouts Ian Shield 

 Lyn Barratt 

 Denis Welton 

Cubs Tony Mercieca  

 Lorna Hardiman 

 David Oô Shannessey 

Joeys Vacant 

 

 

¶ Richard Sperinck proposed a vote of thanks to 

¶ Val & Andy Walker for attending the meeting 

¶ John Hardiman for taking on the role of Group Leader  

¶ Vicki Welton for accepting the treasurerôs role. 

¶ Tony Mercieca for standing in as Leader-in-Charge during the last 

year 

 

The meeting was closed at 4.05pm    

 

 
 

Some of the highlights are as follows: 

Competition Camp 

The Camp last year was between 17 of 
the District Patrols (almost double last 
year) and what an effort the Winston 
Hills patrols put forth. Hawk Patrol, 
under the leadership of Kristen, 
picked up 2nd place overall and the 
coveted Campfire Award (The 
magnificent trophy at the back of the 
hall). 

 

 

Panther Patrol, under the leadership of Tim, 
took out 1st place overall.   

This new trophy can be seen at the rear wall of 
the hall now. 

 

 

 

And you guessed it - Scorpion 
Patrol, under the leadership of 
Catherine, picked up overall 3rd 
place in the competition. A clean 
sweep for Winston Hills.  

Bravo Scouts. 

No Patrol achieved the 100% 
Hygiene score, so the trophy 
remains in the possession of 
Hawk Patrol from last year. 
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Scout Troop Report  
  
The highlight of the year would have to be the 3 Green Cords. The 
recipients being: 

ü Bligh Gibbs 

ü Evan Gibbs 

ü Tim Shield 

 

All of these Scouts have now proceeded to the District Venturer Unit at 
North Rocks and remain committed to their Scouting. I might add that 
we were the only Troop in GWSR (to my knowledge) that achieved 3 
Green Cords. BRAVOOO ! 

The camps that we attended in the year just gone were as follows: 

ü Trial Competition Camp 

ü Competition Camp 

ü Regional Jamborette 

ü 6 Day Camp - Kangaroo Valley 

ü Branch Rally ï Scorpions / Hawks and Panther 

ü Beach Hike / Camp - Newcastle 

ü Canoe Journey - Tallowa Dam to Kangaroo Valley 

 

They are always well attended, as they should be, and I re-emphasise 
that Scouting is camping.  

Group President's Report  

 

To our distinguished guests, troop members, leaders, committee members, 

parents and children, hello and welcome to the Annual General Meeting for 

2004. 

Another year has flown by with no doubt the biggest event being the Scout 

Jamboree in Adelaide (boy did we have the best bus!). Thanks to the hard work 

of Helen and the various parent supporters we managed to raise a decent 

proportion of the fees to help send the Scouts off for this experience of a life 

time. 

I would like thank Warwick and Ian for their continued enthusiasm and the fun 

way in which they have approached the role of Trustee.  With the help of some 

parents during a working bee, they created a back store room for the computers, 

Zone equipment and other more valuable gear, as well as overhauled the lights 

and checked the plumbing. 
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My thanks also to Rhonda and Zofia, who have been busy arranging various 

social events and fund raising activities.  It is good to see some fresh ideas 

coming forth, for example the campfire sing-a-long night was good fun yet cost 

virtually nothing to set up. 

It was good to see the Winston Hills Scouts web site up and running.  It is 

proving to be very useful for disseminating information including coming 

events, contact names & phone numbers, photos & notes on past events, links to 

other helpful sites, etc. If you havenôt yet seen it then please check it out on: 

www.winstonhillsscoutgroup.com 

Thank you Kahn (Ian Shield) for being the Web Administrator and keeping it 

all up to date, I am sorry it is an extra burden to your already busy schedule, but 

I bet you love it really! 

Very special thanks to our ALL our leaders for their tireless energy and 

enthusiasm, coming up with programs to educate and entertain the kids, thank 

you 

Last but not least, I would like to thank my wife Genna for all her support and 

help throughout the year, 

 

Yours in Scouting,  

 

Richard Sperinck  

Group President  

Thanks go to our scout troop for helping us with the Yellow Cord camps by 

providing PL's , equipment and support. Also those scouts who have helped 

with various nights such as swimming and lately outdoor cooking.  

We would also like to thank the scout leaders, Khan, Maggie and Grizzly for all 

their support and help during the year. 

Thanks also go to our Group leader Hardy for his help and support, coming and 

helping at nights where we were short of Leaders and also for ensuring our new 

chums had a smooth transition into cubs and welcoming our new parents. 

Being a Leader requires the support of your family and I am very lucky to have 

such a terrific family. Thank you so much John, Kristian, Danny and Alec. You 

guys rock! 

 

Yours in Scouting 

 

 

Lorna Hardiman (Chil)  
 

Cub Scout Leader.  
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Our cubs really enjoy play-acting, singing, puppet shows etc. Last year Danny 

and Jonathan were in the Cumberland Gang Show, which we all went to see 

and thoroughly enjoy. This year Winston Hills is represented by 8 kids, 

Gemma, Shannon, Jonathan in cubs and Danny, Kristian, Luke, Emily and 

James in scouts. 

The cubs have learnt First Aid and lately have learnt outdoor cooking producing 

a 'cake in orange'. 

Yellow cord camps have been well attended with 5 cubs participating in the 

latest one at Bundilla. 

James O'Keeffe, Nathan Prendergast, Sam Small and David Scott were all 

successful in obtaining their Yellow Cord. Well done to those cubs. 

Recently some of our cubs and scouts attended the ANZAC Day Parade at 

Castle Hill and the Dawn Service the following week. Although our numbers 

were small it was great to see a good number of scouts of all sections from 

various groups at the Parade. 

We've certainly had a rewarding and fun-filled time and are looking forward to 

another fun year ahead. We'd thoroughly recommend becoming a Leader, its 

just great. 

 

Akela - Cub Scout leader 

Chil - Cub Scout leader 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

We would not be the pack we are without the generous help of many people. 

I would like to thank Tony for his friendship and support during the year. 

Running a pack is a team effort and we make a great team. Also I'd like to 

thank Kaa for his assistance and support during the year. 

A big thank you to those parents that assisted us on our camps, especially those 

that slept over. I would like to give special thanks to Greg who is always there 

to assist and even tow the trailer. Also Penny, Richard and Genna for all their 

help during the year. 

 

Sqd`rtqdqŝr Qdonqs enq sgd Xd`q Dnding 

31December, 2003.  
 
Full accounting and financial statements are available for your perusal at any 

time.  They are much too boring to reproduce here. 

 

We opened the year with a balance of $10,411 and ended with a balance of 

$9,231 of which approx $4,000 is the balance of Jamboree fundraising to be 

refunded to participants.  After allowing for Jamboree funds in the 2002 results 

and 2003 results this year we have gone backwards by approx $3,000. 

 

Most of the fundraising efforts during 2003 went towards the Jamboree.  This 

has meant that we have used some of the reserves that had built up over the past 

few years for our general expenses.  During 2004 we will need to continue 

fundraising to ensure the groupôs future financial position. 

 

Leader cost were up substantially during 2003.  Three leaders gave their time 

for Jamboree, as always there are costs associated with new leaders coming to 

the group and all of our leaders continued with their training.  Our group 

continues to benefit from the dedication and knowledge of our leaders. 

 

Only a small amount was spent on maintenance during 2003 and like your 

home there is always something that needs to be done.  The coming year will 

see the need to spend more on the hall. 

 

Thank you to all the parents and friends who have supported the group and our 

fundraising throughout 2003. 

 

 

 

Vicki Welton  
 

Treasurer  
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Group Leaders Report  

 

The past year seems to have just flown so quickly and as I reflect on everything 

that has happened at our group over that year, I keep coming up with good 

things. 

The Australian Jamboree in Adelaide was a great success and all those scouts 

and leaders who attended have had the most memorable experience to 

remember. 

I would like to acknowledge the tireless work of our scout leader, Ian who 

never stopped working to ensure that everything was ready for the Jamboree. 

A year without Joeys hasn't seen our group diminish, far from it, in fact both 

cubs and scouts are nearly full in youth members. As you read through all the 

reports about the events, outings, camps and activities that the cubs and scouts 

have enjoyed over the past year it is no wonder then that both sections remain 

strong at the moment. 

We have also seen a good number of our scouts going up to Venturers and it 

was great to see some of them at our Group camp at Glenrock recently. 

It has also been very pleasing and proud to note the high number of scouts and 

cubs achieving their Green and Yellow Cords respectively. I also know that 

there are still more to come this year. 

The volunteer Leaders and Committee have put in a lot of hard work. 

Many thanks to our Leaders Tony, Lorna, David, Ian, Lyn, Dennis and Mark.  

Also, congratulations to Lorna (chil) on achieving her wood badge and we hope 

that more of our Leaders will achieve theirs this year (myself included) 

I wish to thank all of them for volunteering their time to put forward a great 

year's program for the children. You will witness some of the activities from 

their reports. 

Much of their time goes into planning and carrying on tasks associated with 

presenting a full program. This includes attending planning meetings; regional 

meetings and hours spent doing those extra bits, which most may not be aware 

The Cub Year In Brief  
 

Well it's been another fun active year in cubs. Our numbers have remained 

strong and attendance has been very good. 

The cubs have been on some exciting camps- the Yurt Farm pack holiday, the 

Pirates of the Caribbean group camp, and the gold boomerang camp. I'm sure 

Winston Hills cubs could break the drought simply by going on camps as it 

rained at each camp!!! 

The Yurt Farm was a terrific camp with lots of fun activities. The cubs had 

great fun making boats and sailing them in the dam, we did various crafts, 

rounded up the sheep, and went horse riding. Staying in the yurts was certainly 

a new experience. 

The Group camp was simply magic. Despite the rain we had a great time. The 

cubs will brag forever about how they stole the scouts' flag (with help from a 

couple of dads and those rascally Venturers) and replaced it with Cubs Rule!  
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We got the ñflagò !! 



 

 

 

 

 

The treasure hunt was brilliant although who would expect those pesky scouts 

to steal the Golden Idol! The theatre sports evening was really good and it was 

great to see the cubs actively joining in (even if we didn't quite get it!). 

Its been difficult to keep up with boomerang work with only a couple of leaders 

so we organised a Gold Boomerang camp which turned out to be a great idea 

resulting in all 6 cubs getting their gold boomerang. Well done James, 

Jonathan, Joel, Steve, Shannon and Sean. 

The Blacktown district Billy Cart Derby at Rouse Hill was a really good event 

and I hope we will have greater participation this year. Another district event 

we went to was the campfire at Bundilla, which was enjoyable.  

We have had lots of fun nights including our Mother's Day posh night where 

our cubs put on a special performance; the Wild West Father's Day night where 

we ate baked beans around the campfire and Chil played her mouth organ. 

We've also had campfire nights and spook night. Excursions have included ice 

skating and indoor rock climbing. 

The cubs had a terrific time at the flight activity centre at Camden. They had 

fun learning about the planes and making a flying model and all cubs obtained 

their blue flight badge. What a great opportunity to have a flight in a small 

plane! Scouting offers such great experiences for our kids 

of. Things such as monitoring the progress of youth members, keeping records 

up to date, preparing gadgets, procuring and preparing craft items, games etc to 

make scouting that much better. 

I would like to thank Richard and his committee, Genna, Vicki,, Rhonda, Zofia, 

Jenny and Helen, for being a great committee who have supported the Leaders 

throughout the year. The parents, grand parents, friends, brothers and sisters, 

who have helped in many ways, I also give a big thank you. 

Thanks also to David and Penny Baker for their efforts in putting together 

excellent newsletters during the year. 

Thank you to Warwick O'Keefe and Ian Hodson our trustees who have been on 

the go for the whole year keeping track of our gear and keeping things in good 

order. 

Also we have seen much support from families who cook, transport and assist 

when asked. 

What we are seeing here is the Scouting family in action, as Scouting is not just 

the youth members turning up each week but the interaction of families. 

Without family support there would be no scouting. 

Look out for details and come along on our Family Camp later this year. We 

hope to get all our families along to enjoy a great camp. 

I would like to end by inviting anyone who wants to have fun to become a 

Leader and enjoy the experiences with our youth of today. 

As Group Leader I have seen how much our current Leaders do and how 

dedicated they are and hope that this year, Winston Hills will have some new 

leaders to join with us as we continue our efforts to make our group the best 

scout group in the district. 

 

Yours in Scouting 

 

John  Hardiman  (Hardy ) 
 

Group Leader 
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Cubs making their bandanas at the Group Camp 



 

 

 

Is this really a Scout Night?  

 

Australia Day 2003 1 

 

Scout skit - group Camp 2004 1 

 

Yurt Farm Workshop 1 

 

Kitchen and Classroom - Yurt Farm  1 

 

 

The girls 'Sailing Ship' 1 
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