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Agenda for 2009 Annual General Meeting

This is the thirty-ninth Annual General Meeting tbe ' Winston Hills Scout Group,
founded June 1970.

1. OPENING FLAG PARADE Youth Members
2. WELCOME John Hardiman
3. SCOUT'S PRAYER John Hardiman
4. APOLOGIES John Hardiman

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

6. PRESIDENT'S REPORT Richard Sperinck

7. TREASURER'S REPORT Peter rose

8. GROUP LEADER’S REPORT John Hardiman

9. JOEY REPORT Helen Sara

10.CUB REPORT Lorna Hardiman

11.SCOUT REPORT lan Shield

12.VENTURER REPORT Kym Partridge

13.RE-ELECTION / ELECTION OF GROUP COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE
MEMBERS

14.VOTE OF THANKS Richard Sperinck
CLOSE




Scout’s Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God,

By whose grace thy servants are enabled to fight
The good fight of faith and ever prove victorious;
We humbly beseech thee so to inspire us
That we may yield our hearts to thine obedience
And exercise our wills on thy behalf.

Help us to think wisely,

To speak rightly,

To resolve bravely,

To act kindly,

To live purely.

Bless us in body and soul
And make us a blessing to our comrades.
Whether at home or abroad
May we ever seek the extension of thy kingdom.
Let the assurance of thy presence
Save us from sinning,

Strengthen us in life and comfort us in death.
O Lord our God, accept this prayer
AMEN




Minutes of 1 * Winston Hills Group - AGM 2008

Date: Friday, 9" May 2008

Attendees
As per the attendance book.

Special Guests
Neville Henderson, Regional Commissioner Operations

Apologies

Andy & Val Walker Hon Julie Owen, MP
Julie McClean-Murray Genna Sperinck
Ourania Tsaoucis lan Hodson

Dennis Welton John & Lorna Hardiman

At 7.10pm Richard Sperinck (President), followihg flag parade, declared the
meeting open and lead the Scout prayer,

He then welcomed the guests, Neville Henderson, R&&0Out Leaders, Parents and

youth members.

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted lokiWVelton, seconded by
Scott Leacey.

Presidents Report, refer attached , was presented by Richard Sgerinc
Treasurer’s report, refer attached , was presented by Vicki Welton
Group Leader’s report, refer attached.

Joey Leader’s report, refer attached , was presented by Helen Sarge Richards
& members of the Joey Mob

Cub Leader’s Report, refer attached , was presented by Scott Leacey
Scout Leader’s Report, refer attached , was presented by lan Shield
Venturers Report, was presented by Ben Scot andefintarsden

World Jamboree 2007, London.. Presentation bygjpatnts Luke Saunders & Chris

McEwan.

New Office Bearers, Neville Henderson then read out the nomination®ffice
bearers, as follows

Group Committee

President Richard Sperinck (cheque signatory)
Treasurer Peter Rose (cheque signatory)
Secretary Genna Sperinck

Trustees Hugh Fraser &




Des Saunders
Public Relations Michelle Sollom

(John Hardiman, Group Leader, is also a chequeaigry).
Richard Sperinck then proposed a vote of thanks to

Neville Henderson for adjudicating the AGM..
Vicki and Jenny for preparing supper
Everyone for attending the evening.

The meeting was closed at 8.45pm

Richard Sperinck, Group President




Group President's Report

Hello and welcome to the 39" Annual General Meeting of 1% Winston Hills Scout
Group.

It has been another successful year as the following reports will testify.

Last year we held just three social events - the Trivia Night, Christmas Party and
Family Camp however these were excellent events and well patronised. The
Trivia Night was held Bundilla not only because our own hall was being hired out
but it wouldn’t have accommodated us all anyway - it was so popular. Well done
to Peter Rose and Chris McClure for organising the compare, prizes, etc.

The ever popular “Attunga” hosted our forth (or was it fifth?) Family Camp. |
thought | had got the wrong place at first; they had made so many improvements.
This is such a lovely place for a short sojourn in our normally hectic lives — | bet
many people would love to see this as an annual event!

Thank you Peter for your diligence and hard work in keeping our accounts
accurate and up to date. Our Bank balance is looking reasonably healthy
however we must not “rest on our laurels” with the Scout Jamboree only seven
months away and with the current economical climate, I'm sure we will have
some significant expenses just around the corner.

One of the ways we augment our funds is courtesy of Bunnings BBQ and this
year we are at North Parramatta instead of our usual Norwest. It would be really
nice to see some extra newcomers volunteer an hour or so, as they say many
hands make light work, and the time really does fly (we must be having fun!). |
wish to thank Penny & David for a superb job they have in running the BBQ over
the last few years, from buying the sausages and rolls, etc, to organising the
roster. Sadly they have decided to step down this year but have left everything in
good shape for the next organisers. If anyone can spare a few hours, every three
months or so, to help organise this important fundraiser please see Peter Rose or
myself.

The Hall Hire has been running well under guidance of Jenny Scott who has
often cleaned the hall herself to ensure the hall is at is best. Jenny has been
doing the role since 2003 but now feels it is time to move on - Thank you Jenny
all your hard work over the last six years .Happily Fiona West has volunteered to
take up the role for which we are truly thankful, welcome aboard Fiona.

I would also like to thank our other committee members Chris McClure (Vice
president), our Trustees, Des & Hugh, | really appreciate your ideas and
suggestions, etc.




Thanks also to John, our Group Leader, for his advice, guidance and leadership
and to all the section leaders who devote their time each week in helping our
children.

Lastly I would like to thank my wife Genna for her continued support, thank you.

Just before | close however, | would just like to say that over the last four years
we have been running with an idea of John’s called “Future Directions” which laid
out a five year plan for the Group back in 2005. Whilst John and | have
discussed the next plan briefly on occasions, | feel the time has come to seriously
put the next plan together. The Group is not John’s group, or my group, but
belongs to all of us - the Youth members, the Leaders and the Parents, therefore
we should all have a say in where we would like to see the group in the next five
years. Please contact John, myself, or any of the leaders if you have any ideas,
suggestions on how we can improve the group to best serve our youth — the
future of Australia. You are also most welcome to attend the Parent/Committee
meetings on the third Monday each month at 8pm at the Hall it is open to all
parents and helpers not just Committee members, hope to see you there!

Yours in Scouting

Group President




Treasurer’'s Report

Our Group had a cash surplus for the 2008 year of $3,723.51, leaving a cash
balance of $15,951.91 at 31 December 2008. Total income was $37,572 and
expenditure was $33,848. Full audited accounts are available for your perusal.

Fund raising showed a net inflow of funds of $6,116.30, so without it, we would
be going backwards and having to curtail some of the activities and purchases
that are necessary to maintain the standards of our Group. A special thanks to all
those parents and others who volunteered to raise funds by working on the
Bunnings BBQ'’s, swimming carnival BBQ, garage sale and Cash a Can. We also
extend our thanks to Bunnings for allowing us to use their site and equipment.

Hall hire was successful again this year, with total revenue of $3,181.00
compared with $2,325.00 in the previous year. Jenny Scott did a fabulous job in
coordinating the hall hire, and there was a committed group of parents and
children who volunteered to clean the hall on a regular basis.

Our sincere thanks go to the following for their generous financial assistance
during the year.

Lions Club of Winston Hills

Big W

Winston Garden Chinese Restaurant
Bunnings Norwest

Colonial Print and Copy

This year’s larger items of expenditure included

Canvas tents $3,000
Hall guttering $710
Barbeque $850

| very much appreciate the assistance of the Committee and all the Leaders and
parents who have made my job easier.

Yours in Scouting

Treasurer
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Group Leader’s Report

This has been quite a good year for Winston Hills Scout Group but for some
families it has been a very difficult year for many reasons. Our youth member
numbers remain strong in all sections.

We are fortunate that we have many dedicated leaders who have continued to
provide an excellent range of programs for our youth members. Linda
Ramsbottom has decided to move on from the Venturer section, but we are also
very pleased that Warwick O'Keefe has completed his full training as a Venturer
leader and is loving this role and we are most thankful to have him on board.

Highlights for the past year have to be Benjamin's Scott achieving the Queen
Scout Award. A fantastic effort and Ben has become the first scout from the
Winston Hills group to gain this prestigious award. We had a wonderful afternoon
presentation for him and his family and it was pleasing to see a high number of
guests here at the hall to see him being presented with this award. Ben was
officially given his Queen Scout Award from the Governor of New South Wales at
a ceremony at Government House in Sydney.

Another individual highlight was Lauren Sara achievement of Best Patrol Leader
in the State at Branch Rally in August. A great effort from her and this has meant
that Winston Hills has won this award twice in the past three years and this must
also be a fine reflection on the scout leaders that we have at this group.

Lauren's Hawk Patrol also came runners up at Branch Rally and | know that all
the members of the patrol are very proud of their achievement.

Our Leaders have also been recognised for the excellent work they have done in
scouting at Winston Hills.

Both, Dennis Welton and Julie McEwan received the Silver arrowhead award and
Lorna Hardiman received the certificate of merit. All these awards were
presented last October at the Greater Western Sydney Region Annual Awards
night.

A very big BRAVOO to these Leaders and Scouts.

| have said at the past few AGM's that Winston Hills Scout Group has a very
promising future with so many fine and dedicated leaders, and you will see
evidence of this today but also in the enjoyment and growth in Scouting that all of
the youth have gained this year.

I would like to add a personal thanks to Jenny Scott who is intending to stand
down as Hall Hire from today. Jenny has done an excellent job over many years
in looking after Hall bookings and in looking after our permanent Dance group.
Jenny has also spent many hours making sure the hall has been kept clean and
personally her self cleaned the hall, etc. prior to a booking. Jenny has also made
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some excellent contributions to the committee always willing to help out on many
functions like garage sales, BBQ'S and Bingo nights, etc.

So a big BRAVOOO for Jenny and a huge thank you from the group.

Recently we had our biennial family at Attunga and a fine weekend we had both
in the weather but also the enjoyment of mixing with so many families in our
group. The new pool and spa was definitely a hit with the kids but also the
number of adults who enjoyed the beautiful surroundings at Attunga not to
mention the horse riding. One of the highlights of the weekend was the Bush
Dance with so many people joining in. It was very tiring but enjoyable.

We are also very grateful that Fiona West and Melissa Fraser, two of our new
families to the group have volunteered to help us on the committee with the Hall
Hire.

We are very pleased and if there are any other dads and mum's who would like
to help us now or in the near future then please come and talk to Richard or
myself or any other leader. Any help you can give will be most welcome.

Many thanks also goes to Penny and David Baker who have organised, and
bought all the food, etc. for our Bunning’s BBQ'S held throughout the year. They
have a done a great job over the years and will be stepping down from this role,
so if there any other parents willing to help, please let us know.

I would also like to give big thanks to Richard and Genna Sperinck, Peter Rose
and Chris McClure who have worked tirelessly this year and to our trustees, Des
and Hugh a big

BRAVOO from the group.

And to other parents like Natalie and Lorraine who have run the group garage
sale for many years you have done a great job and hopefully we will have more
parents to volunteer and take on the Garage Sale, which is a good fundraiser for
the group.

Now, all of the activities and experiences you will hear about today are down to
our volunteer leaders and parents.

Many thanks to our Leaders Helen, Bligh.and Jodi in Joeys, Lorna, Scott, Greg
and Grant in Cubs, lan, Lyn, Dennis, Lindsay and Robert in Scouts, Kym, Julie,
and Warwick in Venturers who have done a Fantastic job.

They all deserve a big B R A VOOO !!

| wish to thank all of them for volunteering their time to put forward a great year's
program for the children and youth.

Finally as Group Leader, | have taken much pleasure in seeing how so many of
our youth have enjoyed their scouting experiences at Winston Hills and feel
certain that this year, will be an even more memorable one.
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If as a parent or a friend you would like to involve yourself more in the group,
please come and talk to us, being a leader or serving on the Committee is very
rewarding and you will help to continue into the future, what Baden Powell
wanted for our youth today.

Yours in Scouting

(Hardy)

Group Leader
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Joey Leader’s Report

Firstly I'd like to give a special thanks to the leaders: Jodie, Bligh, Grant &
Lindsay who have assisted tirelessly in helping to run the Joey Program
throughout the year. Grant & Lindsay are also leaders in the cubs & scouts
sections respectively.

The Year began with the circus theme culminating in the Joey Fun Day at
Bundilla. All the Joeys had great fun dressed in circus costumes — thank you to
Grant for his FANTASTIC TIGHT ROPE BRIDGE BASE, which was a hit all
round & certainly took all the treatment that the Joeys could offer.

The Joeys attended their 1°' ‘Jamboree on the Trail’ with a bushwalk through
Bidjigal Reserve, Northmead.

Mum’s circus night was a hoot with the Joeys treating their mums to a therapeutic
foot massage — (well that was the intention)

We tantalised the senses in term 2 with an array of sensory nights. The Joeys
had a great time at the Region Centenary Day at Bundilla. In June Joeys
Australia turned 18 — we celebrated appropriately with a non-alcoholic 18™
Birthday Party.

The themes for 3" term covered the Joey version of ‘The Scout Craft Skills’ and
the Paralympics. The Fathers Night at the Paralympics saw Dad’s & Joeys
competing in many wheel chair events - from observing their skill levels it's lucky
they don’t have to use them regularly.

We also completed our ‘Buddy Badge’ with a range of activities conducted with
1% Kings Langley Joey Mob. One of the outings being to the Blacktown Region
Billy Cart Derby — some excellent runs by the Joeys, dads & leaders

In term 4 the Joeys completed their ‘Care & Share Badges'. We also attended
JOTI and undertook an adventure theme to Antarctica.

Joeys attended the 2" Joey Mob Holiday to Ingleside Camp where the Joeys,
parents & leaders had a great time participating in an Environmental themed
program. We undertook a stream watch survey, made worm farms, planted
shrubs, and had many great games & activities.

Joeys undertook a bike hike through Bicentennial Park. The end of 2009 saw
Joeys attending the Region Water Activities Day. The Joeys got to experience a
range of watercraft including sailing, canoeing, motorboats etc.

2009 has seen us dressed as pirates for outings including our visit to the
Maritime Museum via the ferry — can you imagine a group of pirates catching the
ferry? The Joeys also attended the 1% Region Joey Water Fun Day.
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This year sees the Joey Mob with the need to recruit once again as we will
almost have a complete transition of the complete Joey Mob to Cubs this year.
I’'m sure with the enthusiasm of the leader, committee & parents we will be able
to meet this challenge.

Yours in Scouting

(Potoroo)

Joey Scout Leader
- on behalf of

Bligh Gibbs (Wombat)
Jodie Richards (Quoll)
Lindsay McEwan (Maluka)
Grant Sollom (Kaa)
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Cub Leader’s Report

It's been another fun active year in Cubs.
We had two camps this year.

Our pack holiday camp was at Cataract Scout Park with a Narnia theme. The
Cubs undertook a quest where the reward was Turkish Delight. They explored
the Beaver's home underground.. They had extensive battle training at Challenge
Valley and also archery practice. The evening ended with a great campfire. It was
a terrific themed camp and the Cubs as well as the Leaders and parent helpers
had a lot of fun.

Our next camp was at Balmoral Oval as part of the Sirius Cup Regatta. This is a
large scouting sailing and canoeing event. We camped in tents and had a great
time. The Cubs had fun on a bushwalk up to Chowder Bay with magnificent
views across the harbour. Sunday morning saw Josh come 3" in the Iron Man
comp. We entered the canoe races and did reasonably well. We did especially
well in the Scout/Cub event where Matty and his brother Haydn won their heat
and came 3" in the final. Not bad for a land based group! Thanks to Haydn Apps
and his patrol for helping the Cubs and setting up camp for this event. Also
thanks to the cub parent helpers who are essential for a great camp.

We participated in the district swimming carnival at Parramatta Swimming pool.
We did not have a great turn out but hope we will do better next year. We also
had fun at the Blacktown and District Billy Kart Derby at Rooty Hill.

We have had other outings including a bushwalk and picnic at Lake Parramatta
and a bike hike to Prospect Reservoir. We've also had other fun theme nights,
district campfire at Bundilla and our regional science team gave a great night.
We have also had Mother's Day and Father's Day events which have been fun.

The highest award in cubs is the Grey Wolf award. We have had a number of
cubs achieve this award, which includes leading a bushwalk and achieving a
number of Level 2 badges.

One aspect of the award is to produce a resource based on the Jungle Book. Our
cubs have designed and carried out some great games and activities; Harry,
Gordon and Hamish obtained this award.

Recently some of our cubs attended the ANZAC youth Parade at Seven Hills
RSL and the Dawn Service at Castle Hill the following Saturday.
THANK YOU

Scott, Grant and Greg — Winston Hills Cub Pack is lucky to have such dedicated
Leaders.
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A big thank you to those parents that assisted us on our camps by cooking,
transporting gear and cubs and especially those that slept over. Thanks to Rikki
(Kristian) our youth helper.

We would also like to thank the other section leaders and committee for their
support and assistance. Thanks also go to our Group leader Hardy for his help
and support especially by ensuring our new chums had a smooth transition into
cubs and welcoming our new parents.

Yours in Scouting

(Akela)
Cub Scout Leader.

»,
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Scout Leader’s Report

It has been an extremely busy year with the logistics of moving 38 scouts and
equipment to and from camps. We have seen 11 scouts take the step up to
Ventures and we have gained 7 cubs and 2 new members who have fitted in well
and are showing excitement in their achievements todate in scouts.

We encourage our scouts to do the very best, and as leaders we see the growth
in their leadership skills, some are naturals, others need encouragement and at
times we have had to steer them in a positive direction. This was the case with
Lauren Sara who took out Top Patrol leader In New South Wales and her Patrol-
Hawk came in 2" Place in the State. Lauren also led her Patrol to 1 Place in
District Competition Camp and 1% Place in Campfire shield. Congratulations
Lauren on an outstanding year.
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The biggest logistic exercise of the year.! Our thanks to all our parent helpers that
assisted in making this camp happen. Our shopping team took on the task of 8
days of food suppliers which equates to about 8 shopping trolleys and that does
not include the meat and fresh veggies.

The troop achieved lots of badge work sign off's, Nicole Ingles and team
achieved a Blue level over night Hike and under took the challenge of a realistic
Mock emergency at the end of the Hike that involved the whole troop who where
unaware until the very end that it was “Mock”. We built the highest Flag Pole that
the Troop has seen in a long time, had early morning boot camp exercise classes
in the mist, build a rope bridge across the creek and lets not forget the invasion of
the Goanna’s who decided our troops cooking was good enough for them every
lunch hour.

Grizzly introduced the Troop to one of his favourite spots on his property a rock
overhang that made the perfect setting for Scouts Own. Thank you Vicki , Kirk
and Dennis for allowing us to use your property again.

Presentation Date to be advised

Congratulations to Ben on this outstanding achievement.

% & ! '
% mn
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Six Foot Track Hike- Ben Marsden- Blue Level Hike
Jamborette

State Rally- Cataract Park

8 Day Camp Welton’s Farm

PL/APL Camp training weekend

Joti

Parramatta District Competition Camp
Parramatta District Raft Race
Parramatta District First Aid Course
Top Rope Course

Canyoning Course

International Cooking Night

Year end Movie Night.

$%%) & '("’

Parramatta District Swimming Carnivaf{PPlace Relay Trophy and

% Place overall in the Carnival.)
Green Cord Hike-Ben Marsden
Canoe Course x 2

Thank you to all those parents and leaders who have continually step forward
and supported us through the year with out you we could not manage to achieve
what we do each year in such a large troop.

Kahn, Maggie, Grizzly, Melucca, & Tiapan

(Khan)

Scout Leader

"
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Venturer Leader’s Report

Another year gone and the Venturer unit is still going strong with 19 registered
members at the time of writing this report.

We have had an eventful year with Ben Scott becoming our first Queen Scout,
congratulations Ben and on behalf of Ben thank you to the unit members and
parents who supported him along his journey to becoming a Queen Scout.

# % &

A special thanks to Julie for her time and support with the unit this year, as usual
she come up with some great hikes and entertaining but challenging nights for
the veggies despite having a busy time with things at home.

Warwick has been busy and has completed his Venturer leader training and as
with most things scouting we are just waiting for the paper work to get through
the system. Rumor has it (started by me) that Warwick aspires to be the Venturer
leader which I think is just outstanding and we (me) just cannot wait.

We had four rover crews run one night each term which has been entertaining for
the veggies while giving them an opportunity to interact with the different crews in
the area.
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We ran another successful base at Jamborette and only broke two scouts. The
veggies and Warwick also assisted Parramatta district with their base at State
rally this year.

Ben and Andrew were the last of ‘the ten’ to leave towards the end of last year.
This left us a little bit lost with their knowledge and experience gone, but the new
unit has taken up the challenge and is moving forward.

We have been busy first term this year with training about the new badge system,
which now includes a Venturer award. Hopefully through programming and
participation we should see most of the veggies achieve this award before
leaving Venturers. We have also been training our new unit council and setting
up a system that will hopefully enable the knowledge gained by the unit council
members to be passed on to future unit councils.

We had a team attend Dragon Skin this year, while not achieving a 1% place they
did apparently achieve some outstanding recognition for energy conservation so |
have been told. A small group of those that did not attend Skin accompanied the
leaders on a 3-day hike over Easter in the Budawangs. It turned out to be
challenging for all (even the mistress) but a lot of fun and a good chance for the
leaders to get to know the newer members of the unit even better.

o) ") ) ) # ")
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Thanks to all the parents and leaders who have helped and contributed over the
past 12 months, we really appreciate it and we look forward to another great year
ahead of us.

Just a special note to those who have left us over the last 12 months, all will miss
Ben, Andrew, Chris, Alison, Rebecca, Taylor, Peter and Jonathan. Thanks for
your participation and assistance during your time as part of 1% Winston Hills
Venturers.

Yours in Scouting

(Bugsy)
Venturer Leader
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